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Review by Mark A. Hurt, M.D.
Why should one review Weedon's third edition of Skin Pathology? After all, it has been available for over a year, and most dermatopathologists, surgical pathologists, and dermatologists interested in dermatopathology have a copy of it or have access to it. How will a review of this book help them?
My tripartite answer is simple. It deserves a review because of its near 20-year history; it deserves a hearing because of its author -and it is primarily the work of a single author; and it is grand in scope as it attempts to cover aspects of every major area of dermatopathology.
Dr. Weedon's preface is a must read. He tells us explicitly that "... this is likely to be the last edition of this book by the current author..." and so it is the end of an era no different in magnitude, if not in intellectual outreach, as the passing of Dr. Ackerman in 2008. Fortunately, Dr. Weedon is still alive at this writing, and he will continue, hopefully, to shower us with his integrations of dermatopathologic knowledge for some time to come. This is an exhaustive text with 1041 pages in the main text and 881 pages of references. Both volumes together weigh 18½ pounds, so this is not a set for any backpack. It resides in my office on a shelf with easy access to my desk.
The cover is a deep blue with pleasing gray lettering; I would have preferred cloth for durability, but the cover supplied is adequate if one does not move the book around too much. On the inside cover are instructions for access to the website that allows Internet access to the full content of the text and references for those who have purchased it. This is a colorful book made of very nice, sturdy, nonglare paper. All of the photographs are in color, and there is color-coding of the chapters for relatively easy access. There is repeated use of the colors but with enough separation that it is not confusing to find the needed chapter just by matching the colors.
An added bonus in this addition is the presence of uniform, well-photographed examples of lesions -and lots of them! -which is a big plus. In the case of many of the rare conditions he describes, he provides at least one reference -usually a list of key references -so that the reader can find photographs of the rare examples. Another fantastic resource is the presence of tables highlighting the differential diagnosis, histopathological features, and other items related to clinicopathologic correlation.
There are seven sections. The first two address broad issues in the discipline, such as an approach to and the iden- Chapter 2, "Diagnostic clues" provides Dr. Weedon's pearls of wisdom from his many years of experience as a dermatopathologist. Although many of these clues may not enhance readily the diagnostic ability of the novice, those with a few years of practice will recognize immediately how useful they are. In essence, these "clues" are specific findings that allow one to develop a differential diagnosis or a specific diagnosis in some instances. As a rule, these "clues" open the door of one's mind, but a diagnosis usually requires three to five criteria (sometimes more), all occurring together in a reproducible and repeatable manner, to establish a diagnosis. One should use this chapter as a boilerplate on which to underline and add one's own experience to that which Dr.
Weedon has started.
In the following sections, concerned primarily with inflammatory diseases, the sections follow the basic outline above, exploding the conditions into their minutest detail, including references. I challenge anyone to provide a text with the kind of detail that Dr. Weedon provides, especially from a single-authored text. In fact, I suspect it is because of a single author that everything in it seems so seamless. This book review is not a forum to settle such matters, but the readers should be aware of Dr. Weedon's position not only because it runs counter to commonly held views, at least in the United States, but also because he devotes considerable space to it in the text.
As for Clark's nevus (lentiginous melanocytic nevus), I
have a long-standing objection to the continued usage of the terms "dysplastic" and "atypical" to describe such lesions. This is because they are indeed benign, and even its proponents admit it today, even though the admission is couched in unintelligible terminology, such as "lentiginous hyperplasia"
and "random cytologic atypia," implying that these lesions both are and are not malignant at the same time and in the same respect. The proponents of these terms have never laid a proper foundation for such usage, and I do not think they can or will because those terms are undefined and indefinable, especially as concrete findings in specific lesions. That said, Dr. Weedon gives respect to all viewpoints in his text, which is more than I can say for the proponents of those viewpoints. Again, one cannot resolve this problem in a book review except to point out lines of disagreement. This is an important and yet not fully resolved controversy that needs more research to settle definitively, in my opinion.
At the very least, Dr. Weedon opens the door on the subject so that readers can walk through to consider the problem for themselves.
Finally, I have found it very useful to access the Internet website for this book at www.expertconsult.com. After plugging in the pass code and assigning a name a password, one can access the full text, photographs, and references. This is a real time saver, considering the size of the book and the ability to search on specific words using the search engine.
Who should own this book? -Everyone who makes dermatopathology his or her profession. It is the end of an era. I cannot speak for my profession, but I can speak for myself, and I hope others will agree with me. Thank you, Dr. Weedon, for an excellent textbook and for your years-long efforts to produce it.
Mark A. Hurt, M.D.
Book Review Editor

Response and comments by David Weedon
It is not my usual practice to comment on reviews of my book, but as this will be the last edition that I author, I
wanted to make a few comments for the younger genera- 
